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on whose special knowledge and training it depends in its last
phase of parasitic incompetence. Individuals of which it is made
up are more disposed to work for a surplus than to work for
a profit. They have no abstract belief in capitalism as such. They
have no rooted antipathy to the secure conditions of civil service
employment. Getting rich quickly is not their chief end in life.
What is more important to many of them is whether their
activities enjoy sociaj esteem, and whether they can foresee pros-
pects of steady promotion with further opportunities for new
and more interesting or more influential work, such as they have
been accustomed to expect as a natural consequence of technical
progress before chronic depression was a normal social occurrence.

By itself the nationalization of an undertaking such as the rail-
ways does not offer them any substantial prospects of greater
opportunity or influence. That they do not respond enthusiasti-
cally to the proposal is not because they are necessarily hostile
to nationalization on principle or really terrified that Lord Stamp
would be dismissed. They know he would not. They know that
railways would run to time as before. The Labour Party has told
them once too often that it would make no difference to them.
A party which hopes to gain their support must propose some-
thing which will make a difference to them.

A topical example is not far to seek. In Britain public enterprise
took the initiative of creating a new undertaking to exploit a
new technical amenity. Throughout the country there were
new avenues of employment for special skill and education.
There was no hoarse clamour against Bolshevism red in
tooth and claw. There were no riots against expropriation. The
B.B.C. is therefore a salutary object-lesson of public enterprise
of this kind. If a progressive party wants to recruit allies to a
programme of Socialism in Britain its first concern should not
be to show that it is respectable. It will not overcome the innate
snobbishness inherent in British social structure if it tries to do
so. It will succeed if, and only if, it can advance a bold and
challenging programme of technical expansion based on the
socialization of industries in a backward state of development or